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Energy Democracy
Edited by Denise Fairchild and Al Weinrub

Energy democracy frames the international struggle 

of working people, low income communities, and 

communities of color to take control of energy 

resources and use those resources to empower their 

communities.  

 

This contributed volume brings together racial, cultural, 

and generational perspectives to show what an 

alternative, democratized energy future can look like. The 

book will inspire others to take up the struggle to build 

the energy democracy movement in the United States.



Phone: 202.232.7933 Fax: 202.234.1328
Island Press 2000 M Street NW  Suite 650  Washington, DC 20036

Advance praise for Energy Democracy: 

Contributors
Diego Angarita Horowitz; Isaac Baker; Lynn Benander; Strela Cervas; Ben Delman; Anthony 
Giancatarino; Vivian Y. Huang; Derrick Johnson; Ashura Lewis; Cecilia Martinez; Michelle 
Mascarenhas-Swan; Anya Schoolman; Sean Sweeney; Maggie Tishman; Miya Yoshitani

“As we transition off fossil fuels, we have a once-in-a-century opportunity to build a fair and democrat-
ic economy that works for everyone. In this marvelous collection, you’ll hear directly from many of the 
inspiring leaders who have been theorizing, organizing, and laying the policy groundwork for that leap 
forward—and you might just be moved to join them.” 
—Naomi Klein, Author of No Is Not Enough and This Changes Everything 

“Want to know how to address climate change, structural racism, and economic inequality at the same 
time? Start by reading this book. This is a critical read for those seeking to build a broader movement 
for economic equity, environmental justice, and planetary health.” 
—Manuel Pastor, Director, Program for Environmental & Regional Equity, University of Southern Cali-
fornia 

 “This exceedingly important book…shares strategies on how we win on climate, how we win on re-
newable energy, and how we win on empowering vulnerable communities!”
—Mustafa Santiago Ali, Senior Vice President, Hip Hop Caucus

Edited by Denise Fairchild and Al Weinrub

Denise Fairchild is president and CEO 

of Emerald Cities Collaborative, a 

national non-profit organization of 

business, labor, and community groups 

dedicated to climate resilience strategies 

that produce environmental, economic, and 

equity outcomes. Al Weinrub is coordinator 

of the Local Clean Energy Alliance (LCEA), the 

Bay Area’s largest clean energy coalition. The 

LCEA promotes the equitable development 

and democratization of local renewable 

energy resources as key to addressing 

climate change and building sustainable and 

resilient communities.


